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“COME & DINE” – The Long Journey Home – LENT/EASTER 2013 
 
Date:  February 17, 2013 
Title:  “Where Are You?” 
Text:  Genesis 3:1-8, 24 
Theme: God is most glorified when we are most satisfied in Him.  
 
Introduction:  
Recently my daughter-in-law Jenecia told me how they might have to stop playing “hide and 
go seek” with my granddaughter Anne, who is 3 years old.  She explained that Anne hides 
very well and is able to stay hidden without moving or saying anything to the point where she 
(Jenecia) begins to panic thinking something happened or Anne isn’t really there.  Anne is so 
good at playing the game that she refuses to answer when her mother starts to cry out with 
urgency.  Anne thinks it’s a game (which it is), but Anne doesn’t understand where the game 
ends and the seriousness of life begins.  Although my example is flawed on several levels, it 
does speak to the idea that our rebellion against God hides us from Him and He is in pursuit 
of us for our good. 
 
I desire to begin this study with a massive front end.  The introduction is hopefully going to 
build a foundation for us to build on in the days ahead.  When we consider the larger Story of 
God that we all live in, I often speak of God, Creation, Rejection, Redemption, Re-Creation, 
and Joy through Worship. 
 
I’ve altered my wording slightly from the simple “worship” to “joy through worship.“  God is 
glorified when we are satisfied in Him.  The idea of joy has enabled me to put substance/flesh 
on my worship and I believe reflects the language of the Scripture. 
 
Recently I have come to understand a little more of why God created us.  As foreign as this 
type of idea is, it is true.  Personally, I am always on a trajectory of growth and understanding.  
What I do not know today I might know tomorrow.  My understanding is not full and thus I 
expect to change in my thinking and to continually see how different pieces of the Story 
connect. 
 
What I am thankful for is the new layers of understanding the Holy Spirit has been giving me.  
I remember 30 years ago when as a student I couldn’t wait to go to bed in order to get up and 
study some more for I thought what I did not understand today I might very well understand 
tomorrow.  That same joy pushes me forward even to this day.  Although I do not believe my 
reception of His instruction is infallible, I do believe He is and does teach His people.  Such 
language makes us uncomfortable, I do not mean audible voices and I do not mean in the 
absence of Scripture, but I do believe He teaches me/us. 
 
Here is what I am learning.  God’s intent is that we would be with Him and enjoy Him 
forever.  He created the world as a Garden where He would meet His people for their joy.  It is 
when I joy in God that He is worshipped by me.  Can you imagine a worship that is not 
marked by joy?  I think we can, for often this is our experience.  We really do not joy in who 
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God is, what He has done, and who we are in Him.  This lackluster joy with life reflects our 
inability to wrap our minds around the thought that God desires for us to be fully alive in our 
moments as we joy in who He is and what He has done and who we are in Him.  He designed 
us with a capacity for joy and this joy can only be satisfied in Him.   
 
Although I believe God is more than the shadow, the only way I can grasp God is through 
shadow.  God uses the experience to teach us about our relationship with Him.  To be sure we 
live in a fallen world with dark hearts, but those experiences we encounter and share are all 
designed to point to Him.  Think of those activities and appetites that make up the human 
experience. 
 

• Family 

• Work 

• Friendships 

• Marriage 

• Physical intimacy within the context of biblical marriage 

• Eating 

• Pets  

• Rest / recreation 

• Gardens 

• Wood heated saunas 

• Snow shoveling 

• Flowers 

• Birds 

• Etc. 
 

Every one of those activities and appetites are designed by God to be celebrated by His people 
so that they might find their joy in Him.  And every one of those activities and appetites can 
become idols and masters when they are looked to as the end and means of answering the 
intrinsic need of the joy found only in God.  This is why John will tell us not to love the world 
(1 John 2:15-17).  It isn’t that the world is intrinsically evil or matter is bad; it is when the world 
becomes the end or means for joy that it is opposed to God.  The entire idea of always having 
to build bigger and more aggressive roller coasters speaks to the inadequacy of the shadow.  
Even the addictiveness of our behavior speaks to the emptiness of shadow and the need to 
find our ultimate joy in God.  Only Jesus is enough in this life and in the life to come.  Every 
appetite and addiction points to God. 
 
So when we open our Bibles and read that God created a Garden where Adam and Eve were 
to till and work the Garden so that it was ever expanding until it covered the world “as the 
waters cover the sea” (Isa. 11:9; Hab. 2:14) we can be assured of the end.   
 

They will not hurt or destroy in all My holy mountain, For the earth will be full of the knowledge of the 
LORD As the waters cover the sea.  (Isa. 11:9) 
 
For the earth will be filled With the knowledge of the glory of the LORD, As the waters cover the sea. 
(Hab. 2:14) 



 

 

3 

 
Listen to how the Book of Revelation captures this thought.  Let us remember how it is the last 
written word we receive from Him. 
 

1 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth passed away, and there 
is no longer any sea. 2 And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 
made ready as a bride adorned for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne, saying, 
"Behold, the tabernacle of God is among men, and He will dwell among them, and they shall be His 
people, and God Himself will be among them, 4 and He will wipe away every tear from their eyes; and 
there will no longer be any death; there will no longer be any mourning, or crying, or pain; the first things 
have passed away." 5 And He who sits on the throne said, "Behold, I am making all things new." And He 
said, "Write, for these words are faithful and true." 6 Then He said to me, "It is done. I am the Alpha and 
the Omega, the beginning and the end. I will give to the one who thirsts from the spring of the water 
of life without cost. 7 He who overcomes will inherit these things, and I will be his God and he will be 
My son. 8 But for the cowardly and unbelieving and abominable and murderers and immoral persons and 
sorcerers and idolaters and all liars, their part will be in the lake that burns with fire and brimstone, 
which is the second death." (Rev. 21:1-8) 

 
The entire Story is pushing and pulling us back to the pre-fall condition where we will dwell 
with Him and our joy will be complete.  Listen to how Paul speaks of this idea in Romans 8. 
 

17 and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him so 
that we may also be glorified with Him. 18 For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not 
worthy to be compared with the glory that is to be revealed to us. 19 For the anxious longing of the 
creation waits eagerly for the revealing of the sons of God. 20 For the creation was subjected to futility, not 
willingly, but because of Him who subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself also will be set free 
from its slavery to corruption into the freedom of the glory of the children of God. 22 For we know that 
the whole creation groans and suffers the pains of childbirth together until now. 23 And not only this, but 
also we ourselves, having the first fruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting 
eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our body. 24 For in hope we have been saved, but 
hope that is seen is not hope; for who hopes for what he already sees? 25 But if we hope for what we do 
not see, with perseverance we wait eagerly for it. (Rom. 8:17-25) 

 
Listen to how Peter speaks to this idea in his second letter. 
 

1 This is now, beloved, the second letter I am writing to you in which I am stirring up your sincere mind 
by way of reminder, 2 that you should remember the words spoken beforehand by the holy prophets and 
the commandment of the Lord and Savior spoken by your apostles. 3 Know this first of all, that in the last 
days mockers will come with their mocking, following after their own lusts, 4 and saying, "Where is the 
promise of His coming? For ever since the fathers fell asleep, all continues just as it was from the 
beginning of creation." 5 For when they maintain this, it escapes their notice that by the word of God the 
heavens existed long ago and the earth was formed out of water and by water, 6 through which the world 
at that time was destroyed, being flooded with water. 7 But by His word the present heavens and earth 
are being reserved for fire, kept for the day of judgment and destruction of ungodly men. 8 But do not let 
this one fact escape your notice, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a 
thousand years like one day. 9 The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is 
patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance. 10 But the day of the 
Lord will come like a thief, in which the heavens will pass away with a roar and the elements will be 
destroyed with intense heat, and the earth and its works will be burned up. 11 Since all these things are to 
be destroyed in this way, what sort of people ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness, 12 looking 
for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be destroyed by 
burning, and the elements will melt with intense heat! 13 But according to His promise we are looking 
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for new heavens and a new earth, in which righteousness dwells. 14 Therefore, beloved, since you look 
for these things, be diligent to be found by Him in peace, spotless and blameless, 15 and regard the 
patience of our Lord as salvation; just as also our beloved brother Paul, according to the wisdom given 
him, wrote to you, 16 as also in all his letters, speaking in them of these things, in which are some things 
hard to understand, which the untaught and unstable distort, as they do also the rest of the Scriptures, to 
their own destruction. 17 You therefore, beloved, knowing this beforehand, be on your guard so that you 
are not carried away by the error of unprincipled men and fall from your own steadfastness, 18 but grow 
in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory, both now and to 
the day of eternity. Amen. (2 Pet. 3:1-18) 

 
Listen to how the author of Hebrews speaks to this idea as it related to the Patriarchs in 
Hebrews 11:13-16. 
 

13 All these died in faith, without receiving the promises, but having seen them and having welcomed 
them from a distance, and having confessed that they were strangers and exiles on the earth. 14 For those 
who say such things make it clear that they are seeking a country of their own. 15 And indeed if they had 
been thinking of that country from which they went out, they would have had opportunity to return. 16 

But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be 
called their God; for He has prepared a city for them. (Heb. 11:13-16) 

 
Friend, let us not get lost in the shadow.  This new heavens and earth is a prepared place but 
its significance is who built it, not the building.  Listen carefully to the shadow.  Everyday after 
work I go home.  I thank God for what He gave me in the form of a physical property and 
physical home, but my joy in going to this place is not the place per se, but the person who is 
waiting for my arrival.  If my wife was not waiting for me, my house would be an empty 
place.  We are designed for this.  All of us crave meaningful relationships where we can 
experience the shadow and be who we are without fear of condemnation and shame.  No 
shadow relationship is perfect, but we are designed for this shared experience.  If you stop at 
the bar after work before going home, or join a gym to get your “high” or look at pornography 
or gorge yourself with food or are a workaholic,  or “parent-aholic,” every one of those 
activities and appetites are a misplaced attempt to answer the invitation from God to “COME 
& DINE.”  God is the end, and in His presence is the fullness of joy we crave and at His right 
hand is the fulfillment of every appetite we have.  If you doubt this sensual language notice 
with me the text of Scripture. 
 

6 The LORD of hosts will prepare a lavish banquet for all peoples on this mountain; A banquet of aged 
wine, choice pieces with marrow, And refined, aged wine. 7 And on this mountain He will swallow up 
the covering which is over all peoples, Even the veil which is stretched over all nations. 8 He will swallow 
up death for all time, And the Lord GOD will wipe tears away from all faces, And He will remove the 
reproach of His people from all the earth; For the LORD has spoken. (Isa. 25:6-8) 
 
1 Jesus spoke to them again in parables, saying, 2"The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who 
gave a wedding feast for his son. 3 And he sent out his slaves to call those who had been invited to the 
wedding feast, and they were unwilling to come. 4 Again he sent out other slaves saying, 'Tell those who 
have been invited, "Behold, I have prepared my dinner; my oxen and my fattened livestock are all 
butchered and everything is ready; come to the wedding feast."' (Matt. 22:1-4) 
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Listen to the language of our Lord in Luke 15. 
 

1 Now all the tax collectors and the sinners were coming near Him to listen to Him. 2 Both the Pharisees 
and the scribes began to grumble, saying, "This man receives sinners and eats with them." 3 So He told 
them this parable, saying, 4 "What man among you, if he has a hundred sheep and has lost one of them, 
does not leave the ninety-nine in the open pasture and go after the one which is lost until he finds it? 5 

When he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders, rejoicing. 6 And when he comes home, he calls 
together his friends and his neighbors, saying to them, 'Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep 

which was lost!' 7 I tell you that in the same way, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who 
repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance. 8 Or what woman, if she has 
ten silver coins and loses one coin, does not light a lamp and sweep the house and search carefully until 
she finds it? 9 When she has found it, she calls together her friends and neighbors, saying, 'Rejoice with 
me, for I have found the coin which I had lost!' 10 In the same way, I tell you, there is joy in the presence 
of the angels of God over one sinner who repents." 11 And He said, "A man had two sons. 12 The younger 
of them said to his father, 'Father, give me the share of the estate that falls to me.' So he divided his wealth 
between them. 13 And not many days later, the younger son gathered everything together and went on a 
journey into a distant country, and there he squandered his estate with loose living. 14 Now when he had 
spent everything, a severe famine occurred in that country, and he began to be impoverished. 15 So he 
went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, and he sent him into his fields to feed 
swine. 16 And he would have gladly filled his stomach with the pods that the swine were eating, and no 
one was giving anything to him. 17 But when he came to his senses, he said, 'How many of my father's 
hired men have more than enough bread, but I am dying here with hunger! 18 I will get up and go to my 
father, and will say to him, "Father, I have sinned against heaven, and in your sight; 19 I am no longer 
worthy to be called your son; make me as one of your hired men."' 20 So he got up and came to his father. 
But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and felt compassion for him, and ran and 
embraced him and kissed him. 21 And the son said to him, 'Father, I have sinned against heaven and in 
your sight; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.' 22 But the father said to his slaves, 'Quickly 
bring out the best robe and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand and sandals on his feet; 23 and 
bring the fattened calf, kill it, and let us eat and celebrate; 24 for this son of mine was dead and has 
come to life again; he was lost and has been found.' And they began to celebrate. 25 Now his older son 
was in the field, and when he came and approached the house, he heard music and dancing. 26 And he 
summoned one of the servants and began inquiring what these things could be. 27 And he said to him, 
'Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fattened calf because he has received him back 
safe and sound.' 28 But he became angry and was not willing to go in; and his father came out and 
began pleading with him. 29 But he answered and said to his father, 'Look! For so many years I have 
been serving you and I have never neglected a command of yours; and yet you have never given me a 
young goat, so that I might celebrate with my friends; 30 but when this son of yours came, who has 
devoured your wealth with prostitutes, you killed the fattened calf for him.' 31 And he said to him, 
'Son, you have always been with me, and all that is mine is yours. 32 But we had to celebrate and 
rejoice, for this brother of yours was dead and has begun to live, and was lost and has been found.'" 
(Luke 15:1-32) 

 
Listen again to the prophet Isaiah (51:3). 

 
Indeed, the LORD will comfort Zion; He will comfort all her waste places. And her wilderness He will 
make like Eden, And her desert like the garden of the LORD; Joy and gladness will be found in her, 

Thanksgiving and sound of a melody. (Isa. 51:3) 

 
The joy we experience in God is a party without the stain of the fall.  The Father’s joy is in our 
joy in Him.  God is most glorified when we are most satisfied in Him.  I recognize the push 
back when we quantify God’s glory with “most.”  An aspect of God’s glory is His affirmation 
by His people of His beauty.  This is why God created, so that we would see the work of His 
hand and we would ooh and ah over it.  When we do, God is glorified.  When we fully and 
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finally recognize Him and realize it was for this reason we have been created, God is most 
glorified.  When we look at a beautifully crafted work of art and are captured by its beauty or 
“weight” and ooh and ah over it, we are giving the artist glory.  And his joy is our joy in his 
work.  Every parent and grandparent knows this.  We work for the joy of our kids and 
grandkids and their joy is our joy.  My sister is very generous and recently she gave gifts to my 
grandchildren.  When I saw my sister she said to me, “I want to give them the gifts personally 
for I want to see their faces.”  This is what God does when He surrounds us in this lavish 
garden setting.  He desires to see the joy in our faces.  I understand the fallen nature of every 
example, but there is a kernel of truth in each example.  Friend, our relationship with God is a 
party, a celebration.  It is an event of great joy.  It does need to be fake or plastic.  When we 
have a wedding we are not denying the harshness of life or the flawed reality of all unions, 
but we are putting all of our sorry in its proper place and that is inside the working out of 
God’s Story.   
 
Our present study for LENT/EASTER will speak to this idea of God’s quest to bring us back to 
the fullness of joy that is found only in Him.  It is for this reason we have entitled our study, 
“COME & DINE” – The Long Journey Home. 
 
With this as our introduction we are confronted by the reality of the phrase “Welcome Home” 
which presupposes absence.  The Long Journey Home speaks to once being home, being 
absent and now moving toward one’s final destination.  Something happened that removed us 
from “home.”   What happened? 
 
This is the answer to that question, “What happened?”  We will examine the answer from 
Genesis 3:1-8, 24. 
 
Outline: 
 
Let us remember the context.  There is a lavish Garden with unlimited opportunity for sensory 
overload.  Everything in the Garden of Eden was designed to point to God’s sumptuous 
provision and His delight in our delight in Him.  
 
I. “She took . . . she gave . . . he ate” (Gen. 3:6).  
 

6 When the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the 
tree was desirable to make one wise, she took from its fruit and ate; and she gave also to her husband 
with her, and he ate. 7 Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they knew that they were naked; 
and they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves loin coverings. 8 They heard the sound of the 
LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from 
the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden. 9 Then the LORD God called to the man, 
and said to him, "Where are you?" 10 He said, "I heard the sound of You in the garden, and I was afraid 
because I was naked; so I hid myself." (Gen. 3:6-10) 

 
In time a shift took place in the thinking of humanity’s first couple, Adam and Eve.  At a 
pivotal point, they moved away from simply trusting God to trusting someone or something 
else.  In their quest to love God they sought to be like God and then be God.  Something 
snapped and instead of finding their delight in God, they sought it elsewhere. 



 

 

7 

 
II. “The sound of the LORD God walking” (v. 8) 
  
Although much focus is on the actions of Adam and Eve, and rightly so we might add, I find 
the movement of God more compelling, and conceivably more scandalous.  Scandalous in the 
sense that it is shocking to think God would choose to pursue a relationship with man.  God’s 
habit of walking in the garden in the cool of the day to meet with His people is scandalous.  
Why would God stoop to such a level as to commune with created things?  His joy was in the 
joy of those who experienced joy in His presence.  He joys in the joy of His people.  This 
same joy is present when we give gifts to our children and joy in their joy.  We give simply to 
see their joy.  How many times have we given a gift to someone only to wait to give the gift in 
order to see their expression of joy?  God delights in giving Himself to His people in order that 
they might joy in Him and their joy is His joy.  Thus, God comes to the garden in order that 
Adam and Eve might have joy.  God knows in His presence is fullness of joy and at His right 
hand are pleasures forevermore (Ps. 16:11).  John speaks to this joy. 
 

9 I am the door; if anyone enters through Me, he will be saved, and will go in and out and find pasture. 10 

The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I came that they may have life, and have it 
abundantly.  (John 10:9, 10) 

 
The garden of God is a pastureland (Ps. 23).  In the pasture of God the people of God are well 
fed.  God knows this.  He is the pastureland. 
 
III. “Then the LORD God called to the man” (vv. 9, 10) 
 
God seeking, pursuing, and asking, “Where are you” is scandalous (v. 9).  The thoughts and 
intent of their hearts were already laid bare before the one who knows everything.  God could 
justly dismiss this pursuit.  He could have chosen to let them face the bitter fruit of their 
choice.  God was the shunned lover.  He “felt” the sting of their rejection, yet still He pursued.  
God has done everything necessary for the fullest and final experience and expression of our 
capacity for joy.  He only and alone fills our emotional cups to overflow.  We push ourselves 
away from the banquet table of God’s provision.  Yet He calls and invites.   
 
Adam’s confession of guilt is readily heard in response to the question, “I heard the sound of 
You in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so I hid myself” (v. 10).  What was 
this sound?  It was a warm sound; a sound like the soothing tones of a mother’s words and the 
soft babbling of a cooing baby.  It was the relieving water of a warming shower cascading and 
caressing the body of the weary and heavy laden.  Yet Adam’s rebellion caused him to recoil in 
dread and shame.  What was to invite and comfort became repugnant and fear-filled.  What 
happened?  Sin happened.  Sin pushed us from God and sin keeps us from coming.  Sin’s 
entanglement binds us and mires us in pits of hopelessness.  God persistently pursues, He 
continually invites and welcomes us back with open arms.  Come we must.  The house has 
been prepared and the table is set.  God welcomes us into the warmth of His fire on a long and 
cold journey of absence.  He is there warmly receiving and patiently waiting.  May this Season 
find us recognizing the passion of God for His people.  Remember, the larger idea of Scripture 
and the means of understanding the Story is when emphasis is placed on God’s quest to 
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celebrate His greatness through the joy of His people in Him.  God is most glorified when 
we are most satisfied in Him. All of Scripture speaks to this preparation whereby His people 
might enjoy His presence forever.  Friends, let us come and satiate our hunger with God.  
Come, my friends, and dine. 
 
It is in the context of pursuit God gives Adam and Eve a promise (Gen. 3:15) and then displays 
the means of redemption and reconciliation through a blood sacrifice (Gen. 3:21).  Yet the Story 
unfolds and continues to set the stage in verse 24. 
 
IV. “So He drove them out” (v. 24) 
 

To complete all, the garden of pleasure is interdicted, and this man, who was made after the 
image of God, and who would be like him, shamefully expelled from a place where pure spirits 
alone could dwell.  Yet in the midst of wrath God remembers mercy, and a promise of 
redemption from this degraded and cursed state is made to them through HIM who, in the 
fullness of time, is to be made flesh, and who, by dying for the sin of the world, shall destroy 
the power of Satan, and deliver all who trust in the merit of his sacrifice from the power, guilt, 
and nature of sin, and thus prepare them for the celestial Paradise at the right hand of God.1 

 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What’s the NEXT STEP?) 

1. God designed you to enjoy Him forever.  Do you realize this? 
2. If you do not know Him, what is keeping you from returning to God? 
3. If you do know Him, will you join us as we ooh and ah over whom God is and what He 

has done? 
4. “COME” MY FRIENDS AND “DINE” 

 

                                                 
1
 Adam Clarke’s Commentary on Genesis 3:24. 


